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OIGEST:

The General Accounting Office has no jurisdiction to consider
bid protests against Postal Rate Commission solicitations.
Protest therefore is not considered on the merits.

Federal Data Retrieval Systems, Inc. has protested to this
Office the award made to Columbia Reporting Company by the Postal
Rate Commission (Commission) under solicitation No. PRC 177, for

- reporting services in fiscal year 1977.

The bid protest jurisdiction of this Office is based on our
authority to adjust and settle accounts and to certify balances
in the accounts of accountable officers under 31 U.S.C. 71, 74
(1970). 4heelabrator Corp. v. Chafee, 455 F. 2d 1?36, 1313
(D.C. Cir. 1971); 46 Comp. Gen. 441 (1966). The provisions of
39 U.S.C, 410(a) (1970) and 39 U.S.C. 3604(e), P:L. 94-421,
September 24, 1976, 90 Stat. 1303, 1306 (amending 39 U.S.C. 3604
(1970)), exempt the Commisaion Zrom Federal laws and regulations
applicable to public contracts, budgets and funds. Moreovex, the
Commisso.ov% is funded tbrough the Postal Service fund. 39 U.S.C.
3604(d)(2), P.L. 94-421, supra. This Office is not authorized
to settl.e accounts involving the use of such funds and we conclude,
therefore, that we have no jurisdiction to consider bid protests
involving the Commission. See 51 Comp. Gcr.. 395, 397 (1972); cf.
Colorado Building and Construction Trades Council, B-183520,
May 1, 197T, 75-1 CPD 275.

Accordingly, we are closing our file in the matter without
further aclion.

A Paul G. Dembling
General Counsel
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